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ANNUAL REPORT OF SCHOOL BOARD 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH I, 1892. 


Lo the people of Sullivan: 

In presenting their annual report of the schools, your 
committee feel justified in congratulating the citizens of 
the good work that has been accomplished the past 
year and generally satisfactory condition of the schools 
in all divisions of the town. We do not expect that 
our schools have arrived at such a state that there are 
no imperfections to be found in them, and we earnestly 
invite all honest criticism in regard to the schools; such 
criticism as has for their object the good of the scholars 
and the school, and are not called forth by some fanci- 
ful slight or injury to some pupil or parent, being well 
aware that the perfect committee or teacher has never 
been discovered and all are liable to mistakes. We 
shall briefly present to you in our report an account of 
some of the work that has been done and show for pur- 
poses the money appropriated by you has been expend- 
ed. It has been our aim to secure the services of teach- 
ers of experience and good reputation, for we consider 
the first requisite for a successful school is a good 
teacher, and we believe that as a whole we have had 
good, faithful and earnest teachers, who have labored 
for the best good of the school and scholars. The free 
text book system has not yet been tested long enough 
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for us to give any decided opinion as to its merits or 
defects. It has certainly removed every impediment 
from a child who desires to learn, and no parent can 
present as an excuse for not sending their children to 
school the expense of books and supphes. We believe 
that books are better cared for being under the exclu- 
sive control of the teachers and it also avoids the neces- 
sity of waiting several weeks, perhaps, for dilatory par- 
ents to furnish books for their children. It has thus far 
caused much extra labor both for teacher and commit- 
tee. One great hindrance to the success of our schools 
many times is the position taken by the parents who 
seem to assume that their children are never in the 
wrong and should not be corrected nor punished by the 
teacher. Occasionally a scholar makes a remark to the 
teacher similar to this, ‘*‘ Well, my mother says that I 
need not do it,” referring to something which the teach- 
er has requested; or, ‘‘ My father says I need not go 
to school if you make me do that.” Your committee is 
of the opinion that it is not the place of the ‘parent to 
dictate what his child shall and shall not do in school 
contrary to the expressed request of the teacher, for 
first of all is the duty of the teacher to maintain order, 
and if this cannot be done without resorting to some 
mode of punishment then the teacher must be sustained 
in anything that is not cruel and unreasonable. We 
have often endeavored to impress upon the minds of the 
scholars the necessity of a willing and cheerful compli- 
ance, at all times, with the request of their teachers, for 
their own good and success of the school. 

Your committee have been harmonious in every 
movement for the advancement of our educational inter- 
ests and often met for consultation and business, devot- 
ing much time to the consideration of school matters. 
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Whatever have been our mistakes (for we do not claim 
to be perfect nor infallible) we have earnestly and con- 
scientiously labored for what we believed the best in- 
terest of the schools. It is no small matter to look after 
the education of our school children and secure for 
them the proper teacher, the most suitable text books. 
In the expenditure we have endeavored to practice the 
strictest economy compatible with the interest of our 
schools. Often the cry is raised that the expenditure 
for school purposes must be curtailed. What does a 
reduction of school appropriation mean? It means less 
schooling and poorer teachers and general crippling of 
the educational interest of the town. And every voter 
should pause and consider before he gives his vote for 
the reduction of the appropriation for our schools, espe- 
cially the laboring man, who can give his children but 
little except an education, and the rich man also, for 
the future prosperity and safety of our country depends 
in a great degree upon the training up of the children 
of school age of our state to industry, intelligence, 
virtue and independent thought. We do not believe 
any true citizen of any New England town will be 
recreant to the duty of hberally supporting that system 
of free school which has been the crowning glory of 
New England through all her history. | 

During the year there have been eight terms of 
school. ‘Two in each division, aggregating 103 weeks. 

Number of scholars reported by the selectmen, boys, 
443, pitls, 42. 

Number of scholars enrolled, boys, 48; girls, 46. 

Number of children between five and fifteen not at- 
tending any school, 4. 

Whole number of visitors, 233. 

Number of visits by school board, 34. 
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DIVISION NO. I. 


Miss Mary A. Downing of Swanzey, teacher the 
entire year. Miss Downing is quiet in the school room 
but accomplishes much work. She understands her- 
self well, her government is very good and her instruc- 
tion thorough, the last term being equally as successful 
as any one previous, she having had charge of this 
school for the last three years. 


DIVISION NO. 2. 


The summer term was taught by Miss Grace H. 
Smith of Sullivan. Miss Smith was a lady of good 
education, having graduated at Cushing Academy in 
the class of 1890. With her agreeable manners and 
pleasant disposition she soon won the respect and good 
will of both scholars and parents, the result Shanes a 
successful term. 

The fall term was commenced with Miss Smith as 
teacher, who taught only two weeks when taken sick, 
and left the school, to the disappointment of all. The 
remainder of the term was taught by Miss Mary I. Bas- 
sett of ‘Taunton, Mass. Miss Bassett is a graduate of 
Taunton training school and came to Sullivan well rec- 
ommended by her teacher as a lady of good character 
and excellent education, with experience enough, in 
teaching to test her ability for governing and instruct- 
ing in school. Miss Bassett was an active and ener- 
getic teacher in the school room, being both thorough 
and practical in her method of teaching. Good order 
was maintained and the scholars were attentive and 
studious. ‘The closing exercises gave evidence that the 
studies pursued were well understood and lessons not 
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gone over in so superficial a manner as 1s too frequently 
the case. 


DIVISION NO. 3. 


This school was taught by Miss Althea S. Barrett 
of Sullivan, it being the second year the school has 
been under Miss Barrett’s charge. Miss Barrett is a 
teacher of experience and has been uniformly success- 
ful, and here she fully sustained her good reputation. 
Under her management, love and good order prevailed, 
the scholars made rapid progress in the studies pursued 
and satisfactory to all concerned. The questions were 
ready and the answers prompt. 


DIVISION NO. 4. 


Miss Nellie N. Burpee of Sullivan, teacher. Miss 
Burpee is a teacher of large experience in the school 
room. She entered upon her labors with an evident 
determination to be faithful in all her duties. She took 
a deep interest in her scholars and secured their love 
and respect. Excellent discipline prevailed through the 
year. The improvement was commendable and at the 
close of the school the teacher must have felt great sat- 
isfaction in knowing her labors had not been in vain. 
The closing examination was very creditable. 


ROLL OF HONOR, 


Including the names of all pupils who have been per- 
fect in attendance through the year: 

Herbert S. Currier, Leston F. Davis, Walter L. 
Goodnow, Harry C. Hastings, Annie M. Gauthier, 
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Frank E. Morse, N. Harry Morse, Addie L. Blood, F. 
Isabelle Blood, Amy B. Howard, Arthur G. Blood. 

Those who have been perfect for one term only: 

Eva M. Blood, Ida M. Holt, Elwin W. Holt, Leslie 
A. Holt, Charles R. Howard, Ola A. Fifield, Ida M. 
Fifield, Minnie L. Goodnow, Zildah S. Gauthier, Ethel 
C. Davis, Benj. A. Hastings, Emma S. Barrett, Ethel 
A. Barrett, Eva G. Comstock, Maud M. Esty, Grace 
M. Nims, Brainerd D. Nims, Winfred J. White. 


GEORGE KINGSBURY, 

FREDERIC A. WILSON, 

JOHN H. WOODBURY, 
School Board. 


TABULAR STATEMENT. 
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REPORT OF SCHOOL TREASURER 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH I, 1892. 


RECEIPTS. 
Cash balance last year, $35 50 
Tuition town of Stoddard, 18 80 
Tuition town of Roxbury, 1890, 7 92 
Sullivan town treasurer, 824 07 
Total, $886 29 

EXPENDITURES. 

TEACHERS’ WAGES INCLUDING BOARD.—SUMMER TERM. 
Mary A. Downing, services eleven weeks, $93 50 
Grace H. Smith, a ce 71.50 
Althea S. Barrett, ue a ya ata. 
Nellie U. Burpee, = cs yee any. 
$308 00 

FALL TERM. 
Mary A. Downing, services fifteen weeks, DI27050 
Grace H. Smith, ali 48) i 15 00 
Mary I. Bassett, ot twelve 66 gO OO 
Althea S. Barrett, 6 fifteen oe 105 OO 
Nellie U. Burpee, Hy a cr II2 50 


$450 00 


bo} D 


FUEL. 
D. W. Rugg, two cords of wood, $8 oo 
F. A. Wilson, three and one-third cords wood, 13 33 
Geo. W. Marston, two cords of wood, 9 50 
S. 8S. White, one cord of wood, AS 
$35 58 
CONVEYING SCHOLARS. 

Conveying scholars, SIO OO 

MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. 
Joseph Gorman, cleaning school house, $3 00 
Mrs. E. A. Blood, cleaning school house, 2 OS 
Mrs. Olive R. Jewett, cleaning school house, 2 50 
Henry W. Woodbury, cleaning school house, 3 00 
Bertie Smith, care school house spring term, I IO 
Wesley Nims, ‘ i ( I 50 
Arthur Blood, ‘é 66 66 I OO 

Willard Jewett, care school house summer and 
fall terms, 4 00 
Leston Davis, care school house fall term, 2 Oo) 
Arthur Blood, ‘*é 6 <6 2 00 
Ray P. Smith, *“ is - 30 
Mary I. Bassett, car fare, PAN ks 
W. H. Harris, lumber for school house in 1890, I 25 
F. A. Wilson, banking school houses, Ties 
Conveying teachers, I3 50 
George Kingsbury, record and order books, I 65 
F. A. Wilson, repairing locks and broom, I 98 
Lewis, cleaning vault, i 75 
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Total amount received, $886 29 
Total amount expended, 850 27 
Cash in treasurer’s hands, $36 02 
Due from town of Roxbury tuition, 5 64 
GEORGE KINGSBURY, 
Treasurer. 


I certify that I have examined the foregoing account 
and find it properly vouched and correctly cast. 


LYMAN DAVIS, 
Auditor. 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


The selectmen would respectfully submit the follow- 
ing report to the town for the year ending March 1, 


Total, 
Number dogs, 26; tax, $29.00. 


APPROPRIATIONS. 


State tax, 
County tax, 


38 


1892: 
INVOICE OF APRIL 1, 1891. 
Polls, 85, $8,500 00 
Acres, 11,672, 93,835 00 
PLOTSES. 01-22 ; 8,855 00 
Oxen, 60, 2,855.00 
Cows, 287, 6,033 OO 
Neat stock, 119, 1571200 
Hogs, 17, SI oo 
Sheep, 464, ; 1,316 oo 
Carriages, 10, 575 00 
. Money at interest, 8,II2 OO 
Bank stock, 10,200 OO 
Stock in trade, 1,538 oo 
Mills and machinery, 4,400 OO 


$148,012 00 


$555 00 
411 85 
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Support of schools, 
Support of poor, 
Defraying town charges, 
Repairing highway, 


Rate per cent. for all purposes, .o144. 


SCHOOL MONEY. 


Amount assessed, 
Literary fund, 
Applied of old district money, 


Paid school board, 
Amount due the old districts, 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


George Kingsbury, town clerk, 
L. H. Goodnow, town treasurer, 
H. W. Hubbard, selectman, 

A. H. Rugg, selectman, 

A. N. Holt, selectman, 

Lyman Davis, auditor, 


George Kingsbury, services member of school 


board, 


George Kingsbury, collecting taxes for 1888, 32 


J. N. Nims, services as sexton, 
J. N. Nims, services as sexton, 1890, 


J. N. Nims, services as supervisor, 1890, 


J. H. Woodbury, services as member of school 


board, 
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F. A. Wilson, services as member of school 


board, $24 00 
Lyman Davis, services as district clerk, 2 0O 
$234 25 
LABOR ON HIGHWAY. 
H.C. Rawsen,; °< $91 57 
M. J. Barrett, 84 65 
A. N. Wilder, 45 85 
H. W. Woodbury, 52 88 
A. N. Holt, 93 47 
F. A. Wilson, TOO 30 
H. W. Hubbard, 39 47 
J. N. Nims, 6 52 
$514 71 
LUMBER .FOR BRIDGES. 
A. A. Ellis, $35 72 
Werte Parris: 18 63 
T. A. Hastings, 30 19 
$84 54 
MAKING PATHS IN DEEP SNOW. 

J. N. Nims, $5 24 
one ehvier: I4 05 
Alonzo Farrar, Brees 
H. C. Rawson, evap NS 
H. R. Fifield, I4 20 
Henry Davis, 6.15 
F. A. Wilson, 4 50 


$50 96 


EO 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

W.R. Porter, county tax, S411 
Solon A. Carter, state tax, 555 
W. H. Spalter, school supplies, 40 
W. W. Yardley, sheep killed by dogs in 1890, 8 
John H. Woodbury, school chart, 16 
Sentinel Printing Co., printing reports, 1891, roa 
Batchelder & Faulkner, retaining fee, 6 
Samuel E. Jenkins, coffin for Mrs. Fay, 5 
A. N. Holt, powder, fuse and spikes, I 
W. H. Spalter, school books and supplies, 44 
Ira J. Prouty, certificates of birth and deaths, z 
W. H. Spalter, stationery, I 
Batchelder & Faulkner, retaining fees for 1889 

and 1890, 12 
S.M. Dinsmore, certificates of deaths and birth, 
George Kingsbury, repairing school buildings, 20 
K. D. Webster, certificate of births, 
A. H. Rugg, guideboards, 15 
Fisher & Stratton, painting guideboards, 12 
George Kingsbury, abatement of taxes for 

1887 and 1888, 9 
Charles F. Jewett, coffin, 5 
Lyman Davis, tax on town farm, 5 
Harriet Hazlin, coffin for G. W. Hazlin, 5 
Charles A. Brooks, coffin, 5 
Caleb Goodnow, coffin for Grace H. Smith, 5 
Lewis Bridge, coffin for Nahum Bridge, 5 
J. G. Stevens, gravel, 5 
J. R. Holt, coffin for Rachel P. Richardson, 5 
Keene Five Cents Savings Bank, interest on 

town note, 42 


Geo. Kingsbury, stationery, 


70 
50 


$1,266 56 
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RECEIVED FROM TOWN FARM. 


A. F. Nims, use of pasture, $12 00 
S. S. White, use of sugar orchard, 4 OO 
$16 oO 

Due from A. G. Nims, use of sugar orchard, 
1888, 4 50 

Due from H. W. Woodbury, use of town farm 
pasture, 32 00 

Due from Edward Beauregard, grass around 
town hall, 2 OO 
$38 50 


HENRY W. HUBBARD, 
ARTHUR H. RUGG, 
ASAHELYN. HOLT, 
Selectmen of Sullivan. 
Sullivan, March 1, 1892. 


TREASURER’S. REPORT. 


Cash and uncollected taxes, as per report of 


1891, 
Savings bank tax, 
Literary fund, 
Income of town farm, 
License on dogs, 
Interest on taxes of 1888, 
Taxes of 1891, 


Amount of orders paid, 
Uncollected taxes of 1889, 
Uncollected taxes of 1890, 
Uncollected taxes of 1891, 
Cash to balance, 


ASSETS. 


Cash in treasury, 

Uncollected taxes of 1889, 
Uncollected taxes of 1890, 
Uncollected taxes of 1891, 


PI ,054 
1,100 
103 
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a 
LIABILITIES OF THE TOWN. 


School money in treasury, S1i85 14 
Dog tax in treasury, 40: OO 
Dog license money in treasury, 49 87 
Amount raised for town history, 300 OO 
Unexpended money for memorial day, Io 61 
Unexpended money for repairing school house, 31 61 
Town note, 600 OO 

PE, eEZ 23 
Leaving a balance in favor of the town of $302 OF 

L. H. GOODNOW, 
Treasurer. 


Sullivan, N. H., March 1, 1892. 


I hereby certify that I have examined the foregoing 
financial reports of the selectmen and treasurer and 


find them correctly cast and properly vouched. 
LYMAN DAVIS, 


Auditor. 


VITAL STATISTICS. 


To the Selectmen: 


In compliance with an act of the Legislature passed 
June session, 1887, requiring ‘‘clerks of towns and 
cities to furnish a transcript of the record of births, 
marriages and deaths to the municipal officers for pub- 
lication in the Annual Report,” I hereby submit the 
following : 
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I hereby certify that the foregoing transcript of 
births, marriages and deaths is correct, according to 
the best of my knowledge and belief. 

GEORGE KINGSBURY, 
Town Clerk. 
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